Ecclesiastes 3:1-17
I. Overview, 1:1-3
a. Solomon’s pursuit: “what profit hath a man…”
b. Solomon’s context: “under the sun”
c. Solomon’s general conclusion: “all is vanity” (mist, vapor)
i. Quenching your thirst with a spritz of water (car, house, job, etc)
I. Ecclesiastes 1-2 Summary: Solomon thus far has found life to be monotonous, boring, evil, and fruitless. Solomon has blanketed life with the override conclusion: all is vanity. This is for several reasons which we have come to so far. First, life is monotonous and toilsome, bringing about a great lack of satisfaction. Second, there is nothing novel to be learned or done, and anything you do will be forgotten anyhow. Third, the disparities and brokenness of life will never be remedied. Four, every pleasure available to man, if enjoyed in full and without restraint, yet brings emptiness and sorrow: the man who gorges on life to the full shall in the end be equally as miserable as he who has nothing. And fifth, wisdom has no preeminence over foolishness, seeing all will die alike, be forgotten, and leave their works to others.
II. Eccl 3:1
a. Purpose = affair, matter
b. Season = stated time; appointed time
c. Time = certain time
III. Eccl 3:2-9
a. What profit has the working man in his laboring/toiling? A restatement of 1:3
i. What profit is there to labor in these appointed events?
IV. Eccl 3:10-15
a. The evil or sore business that God has given
i. That God has made all these appointed things beautiful
1. Having a form that pleases the eye or senses
ii. And at the same moment has put eternity in our hearts so we can’t find out what God is doing
b. God has appointed these times. You cannot change it, so just enjoy it
i. What God ordained in the past happens today
ii. What will happen in the future has already been decided
V. Eccl 3:16-17
VI. Ecclesiastes 3:1-17 Summary: That which has been, is, or will be in our lives have all been appointed by God – if something happens, God has ordained it to be so, and we cannot change it since we have no influence on God. These appointed things cannot be changed, and thus should be enjoyed while they can.
a. Implications
VII. Reject Reason for “Eternity in our hearts”
a. Psalms 103:7 - Moses
b. Amos 3:7 - Prophets
c. John 16:13 – Holy Spirit
VIII. Reject reason for “judgment”
a. Psa 75:7a – Judge
b. Deuteronomy 32:4– His character
IX. Reject major point: Fatalism
a. Fatalism: "… philosophers usually use the word to refer to the view that we are powerless to do anything other than what we actually do."
b. Theological Fatalism: "Fatalism is the thesis that human acts occur by necessity and hence are unfree. Theological fatalism is the thesis that infallible foreknowledge of a human act makes the act necessary and hence unfree. If there is a being who knows the entire future infallibly, then no human act is free."
i. B/C God knows all, naturally He has appointed/ordained all, and it cannot be changed
ii. Does not take into account that God is outside of time
iii. God’s knowledge and our choice are not contradictory
1. Circle & Triangle
X. God is open to change. Everything is not just set in stone. Time is not linear
a. Repentance/humbling oneself
i. Joel 2:13-14
ii. Isaiah 55:6-9
iii. 2 Chronicles 36:16-17
b. Intercession
i. Ezekiel 22:30-31
c. God is open to divert His path. Many available options. Prayer
i. Dating example
1. Matthew 24:20
ii. Prayer is powerful
1. James 5:16 – always having much power a righteous man’s prayer is working
2. John 14:13-14
3. Psalms 34:15, 17
XI. Example from Jesus’ life
a. Because implied in this theory, is – since it is appointed & cant change, enjoy it (v12)
b. Just because an opportunity presents itself and you have the ability to enjoy it, does not mean God appointed it/ordained it
i. Jesus did not save Himself though He could have
1. Matthew 26:53-54
2. John 12:24 – Dying to self & the proof at the cross
a. John 10:17-18,    Isaiah 53:10 (isa 65:23; 8:18),     John 19:30
ii. Paul & Silas
1. Acts 16:26-28
